¢

team transport & logistics

OVERSIZE LOADS

GENERAL INFORMATION & FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING
OVERSIZE LOADS FOR TRANSPORT

The transportation of an oversized load can be a complex task. As a trusted transport and logistics
provider, we must ensure awareness and compliance with the rules and regulations of oversize and
overmass transportation before we're able to take to the road.

Team Transport & Logistics has compiled the below information as a quick reference guide for the
regulations relevant for the transportation of over-dimensional loads. Please note that rules and
regulations are subject to change from the regulator and while every effort has been made to ensure the
accuracy and currency of the information provided, where in doubt please refer to source documentation
listed below. While the included information relates primarily to QLD requirements, it is important to
review regulations specific to other states and territories should you be traveling there with an oversize
load. If you need further guidance on oversize loads please do not hesitate to contact a Team Transport &
Logistics Driver Trainer.

For comprehensive information for Class 1 Heavy Vehicle requirements refer to:
e Queensland Access Conditions Guide (Version 6) December 2023

e NHVR National Class 1 Load Carrying Vehicle Dimension Exemption Notice

e National Heavy Vehicle Mass and Dimension Limit fact sheet

WHAT IS AN OVERSIZE LOAD?

An oversize load is where the load exceeds the below prescribed limits of general mass and dimensions for
heavy vehicles operations on the national road network. These general mass limits (GML) are:

Width - 2.5 meters

Length - 19 meters (total combination including cab/prime mover) or 12.5m for body trucks.

Height - 4.3 meters (from the ground)
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RESTRICTED TRAVEL FOR ALL OVERSIZE LOADS

Oversize loads are not permitted to travel on roads in Brisbane City Council, Gold Coast City Council or the
CBD of any other city (such as Logan City Council Region and Ipswich City Council Region) between 7am
and 9am, and 4pm and 6pm.

Loads greater than 3.5m wide and 25m long must not travel between 7am and 6pm in Brisbane Central
Traffic Area.

Oversize vehicles are not permitted on the following roads at any time:

e Pacific Motorway (South-east Freeway & Riverside Expressway) north of the Gateway Arterial Road
intersection,

e Western Arterial Road from Mount Coot-tha Road and Milton Road roundabout, Toowong to Stafford
Road, Everton Park. Including: (Frederick Street, Rouen Road, Boundary Road, Kaye Street, MacGregor
Terrace, Jubilee Terrace, Elimatta Drive, Stewart Road, Wardell Street, South Pine Road),

e Airport Link Tunnel,

e Legacy Way Tunnel,

e Clem7 (North-South bypass) Tunnel

Oversize loads are limited by speed. When under pilot escort, speeds are limited to 80km/hr. Speeds are
limited to 90km/hour for oversize vehicles not required to travel with a pilot or escort.

Night time oversize loads wider than 3.1m or longer than 22m must not travel outside an urban area or
travel in an urban area without being accompanied by a pilot vehicle.

Oversize loads must take the most direct route possible to their destination utilising HML (Higher Mass
Limit) where possible and with consideration for restricted roads. Review any roadworks or temporary road
restrictions on your route prior to travel.

PUBLIC HOLIDAY CURFEWS

No travel is permitted from 12pm on the day prior to statewide public holiday/ statewide long weekend for
loads over 3.1 meters wide or 25 meters long. Note that the Ekka public holiday is not a statewide public
holiday.

Easter weekend - No travel is permitted from the Thursday 12:01am until Tuesday 11:59pm of the Easter
Weekend.

Christmas Period - Refer to released schedule each year. Generally, transport is limited between 19th
December to 2nd January each Christmas Period.

VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS (APPLICABLE DEPENDANT ON EACH LOADS DIMENSION)

¢ Flags - Must be placed on all four corners (at the widest points) of the load.

¢ Flashing lights - Must be visible 360 degrees - commonly placed on the vehicle cab and rear of truck. If
the light on the cab is visible to traffic 360 degrees, there is no need to have a secondary light. The light
must be visible at a distance of 500m in any direction.

¢ Delineators - Must be used if a loads projection is more than 150mm beyond a side of a heavy vehicle,
and the projection is less than 500mm thick from top to bottom (for example, two sheets of flat steel).

e Perimeter lights - Are required for all oversize loads at night time (this includes loads carried in the
morning prior to sunrise).

e UHF/ Communication requirements - Channel 40 should be used to maintain radio contact with pilot
escorts.

o Headlights - An oversize vehicle is required to have its low-beam headlights on while it is being used at
all times.
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EACH LOAD DIMENSION HAS ITS OWN LIST OF TRAVEL CONDITIONS (TRAVEL
TIMES, SIGNAGE, VEHICLE TYPE AND VEHICLE REQUIREMENTS)

WIDE LOADS

Requirements for Wide Loads

2.5m-3m require flags and signs

3m-3.5m require flags, signs, and flashing lights

3.5m - 4.5m require flags, signs, flashing lights, and a pilot escort. In dark hours two pilots are required.
Over 4.5m require flags, signs, flashing lights, a pilot escort and police escort (allow one month to
organise NHVR permits and police). Police loads are often undertaken in the early morning. Due to this
it is often dark and consequently perimeter lighting is needed. There is no one-size-fits-all permit for
oversized load transport - permits can be challenging to obtain and take time to seek approval.
Oversized transport requires consideration for strict time frames and must be closely coordinated
without error.

Loads exceeding 3.1m in width must be accompanied by a pilot or escort vehicle when travelling at night. A
prime mover towing a low loader up to 3.1m in width (and up to 26m in length) are permitted to travel at
night on an approved QLD 25/26m B-double or road train network without a pilot or escort (perimeter
lighting is required).

Travel Times

Monday - Friday.

No travel between 7 - 9am and 4 - 6pm. All travel after 7pm requires a pilot and perimeter lights.

Saturday - Sunday

Loads up to 3.1m wide can not travel in South East Corner after 10am. Loads wider than 3.1m, and longer
than 25m can not travel after 7am.

Please note that exceptions apply - see Queensland Access conditions Guide for exceptions.

LONG LOADS

Requirements for Long Loads

¢ 19m - 22m long require rear sign and lights

e 22m - 25m long require front and rear signs and
flashing lights

e 25m - 30m long require front and rear signs, lights
and an escort

e 30m - 35m long require front and rear signs,
lights, escort front and back rear steering

e Extendable loads - at minimum require rear
flashing light and oversize sign at rear.

Travel Times

Monday - Friday

No travel between 7 - 9am and 4 - 6pm.

Saturday - Sunday

Loads longer than 25 meters can not travel after 7am.
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HIGH LOADS
If the load is divisible, it cannot exceed a height of 4.3 meters from the ground.

If the load is indivisible, loads cannot exceed:
e 4.6 meters on a body truck
e 4.6 meters on a standard trailer

Loads over 4.6 meters must be transported on a drop deck or low loader.
Loads over 5 meters in height require permits and route scoping to be transported safely.

All drivers must be aware of the height of their load prior to travel. Drivers must also be aware of bridge
heights and other infrastructure on their journey and plan their route accordingly.

CARRYING MULTIPLE ITEMS ON CLASS 1 LOAD-
CARRYING VEHICLES

More than one large indivisible item can be carried,
provided that:
1.the vehicle, together with its load, complies with
the general mass limits; and
2.any additional large indivisible item(s) carried does
not result in the combination exceeding another
dimension requirement that would not be
exceeded if only one item was carried.

Additional indivisible items must not be loaded:

e if the large indivisible item is less than 2.5m wide
but the additional item would result in the width of
the combination exceeding 2.5m

e if the combination, when loaded with the large indivisible item, is less than 4.3m high but the additional
item would result in the height of the combination exceeding 4.3m

e if the combination, when loaded with the large indivisible item, is less than 19m long but the additional
item would result in the length of the combination exceeding 19m

e if the combination when loaded with the large indivisible item exceeds the general mass limits; or

¢ if the combination, when loaded with the large indivisible item, complies with the general mass limits
but the additional item would result in the combination exceeding general mass limits.

Multiple Items & Length
Multiple items must not be loaded if it results in the length of the vehicle together with the load
exceeding 19m. This is regardless of the combination length.

Figure 1: Example of a compliant heavy vehicle at 19m carrying
two indivisible items. In this scenario a 19m long combination is
loaded with two items that exceed height and width limits,
because the combined mass of the items does not cause the
combination to exceed the general mass limits and are within
the 19m length requirement - it is compliant.
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Figure 2: Example of a non-compliant heavy vehicle at 19m
carrying two indivisible items. In this scenario a 19m long
combination is loaded with two items that exceed height and
width limits, the combined mass of the two items does not cause
the combination to exceed the general mass limits, however the
additional item causes the vehicle to exceed its 19m - it is non-
compliant.

Multiple Items & Width

Figure 2

A vehicle carrying a large indivisible item may carry other items, provided they do not result in the vehicle

exceeding the width of the indivisible item.

Figure 3: Example of a compliant heavy vehicle greater than
19m carrying multiple indivisible items. In this scenario a long
combination is loaded with a large indivisible item, plus an
additional item not wider that does not exceed the width of the
original item, the combined mass of both items is less than
general mass limits, and less than 19m long - it is compliant.

Figure 4: Example of a non-compliant heavy vehicle greater than
19m carrying multiple indivisible items. In this scenario a long
combination is loaded with a large indivisible item wider than
2.5m, plus an additional item that is wider than the large
indivisible item, and the combined mass of both items is less
than general mass limits, and less than 19m long - it is non-
compliant. Multiple items must not be loaded side by side if it
results in the overall width exceeding 2.5m metres, regardless
of trailer width.

Multiple Items & Mass

Figure 3
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Figure 4

A vehicle carrying a large indivisible item may carry other items, provided they do not result in the vehicle

exceeding general mass limits.

Figure 5: Example of a compliant heavy vehicle at 19m carrying
multiple indivisible items within general mass limits.

In this scenario a 19m long combination is loaded with two
items, the additional load is contained within prescribed length
limit of 19m, and within general mass limits - it is compliant.

Figure 6: Example of a non-compliant heavy vehicle at 19m
carrying multiple indivisible items exceeding general mass
limits. In this scenario a 19m long combination is loaded with
two items, the additional load (second dozer) is contained within
prescribed length limit of 19m, but general mass limits are
exceeded - it is non-compliant.

Figure 6



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

WHAT IS THE WIDEST LEGAL LOAD WITHOUT A PERMIT IN QLD?
Queensland requires all vehicles and combinations to obtain a permit if they exceed 4.5m to 5.5m wide

CAN A PILOT OR ESCORT VEHICLE CARRY PART OF THE LOAD?

Escort or pilot vehicles are not allowed to carry a load or tow a trailer. They can only carry tools,
substances, and equipment that may be useful for transport. They must also have a warning sign, such as
“Oversize Load Ahead,” along with alternating flashing lights on the roof/front of the vehicle.

WHY IS THERE SPEED LIMITS IN PLACE FOR OVERSIZE LOADS?

Speed limits for oversize loads on trucks in Queensland, and other Australian states, are primarily
implemented for safety reasons, ensuring that the load can be safely handled at a given speed and that
other road users are not put at risk. These restrictions also help manage the potential for damage to
infrastructure and ensure compliance with national heavy vehicle regulations.

WHERE CAN | FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION ABOUT OVERSIZE LOADS/ CLASS 1 HEAVY VEHICLE
REQUIREMENTS?

e Queensland Access Conditions Guide (Version 6)_ December 2023

e NHVR National Class 1 Load Carrying Vehicle Dimension Exemption Notice

e https://www.legislation.gov.au/C2024G00565/latest/text

WHAT IS MIMS AND MEMS MANAGEMENT ?

MEMS stands for Mass Export Management Scheme and MIMS stands for Mass Import Management
Scheme. This is a Queensland-specific permit scheme that allows eligible vehicles and operators to
transport containerized freight with increased mass limits on the steer and driver axles of prime movers
from two Queensland ports (Port of Brisbane and Port of Townsville). Team Transport & Logistics' container
fleet is an approved permit holder for MIMS. For additional information see:
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/notices-and-permit-based-schemes/permit-based-schemes/mass-
import-management-
scheme#:~:text=Mass%20Import%20Management%20Scheme%2C%200therwise,Port%200f%20Townsville

WHAT IS AN INDIVISIBLE LOAD?

An indivisible load is an object that can not be divided without extreme effort, expense or risk of damage to
it and cannot be transported on any heavy vehicle without contravening a mass or dimension requirement.

CAN I PUT TWO PIECES SIDE BY SIDE OR STACK TWO PIECES ON TOP OF EACH OTHER EVEN
THOUGH TOGETHER THEY EXCEED OVERSIZE LIMITS?

No this would not be an indivisible load and is not legal to travel as an oversize load. The piece that makes
a load oversize must be one indivisible item which cannot be easily taken apart or divided.

FOR A LEGAL OVERSIZE LOAD, CAN | HAVE MULTIPLE ITEMS ON A TRUCK?

Yes, you can. For example, a load of structural steel is travelling on a flat top trailer, the largest piece is 4
meters wide and various other pieces also travelling are under this width. These can be stacked up on top
of each other as long as they don't exceed the maximum height. The subsequent pieces cannot protrude
further than the 4 meter-wide piece (as the widest point of the load). Loads of house frames and trusses
are common examples of mixed oversize loads. Another example - a 20 meter length is acceptable to be
transported with various shorter lengths ranging between 1 meter to 19 meters.

WHEN TRANSPORTING AN OVERSIZE LOAD, CAN THE DUNNAGE BE LONGER THAN THE
WIDTH OF THE LOAD?

No, the dunnage should be the same width as the load.


https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/notices-and-permit-based-schemes/permit-based-schemes/mass-import-management-scheme
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/notices-and-permit-based-schemes/permit-based-schemes/mass-import-management-scheme
https://www.nhvr.gov.au/law-policies/notices-and-permit-based-schemes/permit-based-schemes/mass-import-management-scheme

CAN | TRANSPORT MULTIPLE BOXES STACKED ON A PALLET, SHRINK-WRAPPED TOGETHER
AS AN OVER-HEIGHT ITEM?

No, as the boxes could be divided and moved easily and without damage to create a load that does not
exceed standard load heights.

HOW DO | DETERMINE WHAT IS CONSIDERED ‘NIGHT TIME' FOR OVERSIZE TRAVEL?

As per the Access Conditions Guide, ‘night’ means the period between sunset on a day and sunrise on the
next day. Sunset and sunrise times on any date are defined by the Australian Government Bureau of
Meteorology for your location.

IF ACLIENT IS DIRECTING A DRIVER TO TRANSPORT A LOAD OUT OF CURFEW OR LOADING
PRODUCTS IN A WAY THAT CREATES A NON-COMPLIANT OVERSIZE LOAD, HOW SHOULD THE
DRIVER PROCEED?

The driver should contact the relevant allocator immediately and prior to travel to ensure further
consultation is undertaken with the client regarding curfew restrictions and oversize requirements.

IF ALOADER IS PACKING A PRODUCT IN A WAY THAT CREATES AN UNNESSESARY
OVERSIZE/WIDE LOAD (SUCH AS LOADING 3M LONG PIECES ACROSS THE TRAILER INSTEAD
OF LENGTHWAYS WITH THE INTENTION OF MAKING ROOM FOR ADDITIONAL PRODUCT),
HOW SHOULD THE DRIVER PROCEED?

The driver should contact the relevant allocator immediately and prior to travel to ensure further
consultation is undertaken with the loader regarding oversize load requirements. If a driver would like a
second opinion regarding an oversize load, please contact one of the Team Transport & Logistics Driver
Trainers.

CURFEWS - WHERE CAN | FIND OUT SPECIFIC INFORMATION RELATING TO A JOURNEY?

Travel restrictions are set out by the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR). Certain curfews apply to
various council areas and can be determined by checking the TMR Conditions Database
(https://www.service.transport.gld.gov.au/ExcessMassExternal/PublicConditionReport.jsp) for the
intended route of a wide load. State-wide curfews apply during the Easter and Christmas periods to
minimise the risk to the general public.

WHERE CAN | GET OVERSIZE LOAD VEHICLE EQUIPMENT FOR AN UPCOMING LOAD?

Oversize load equipment can be located in the Team Transport Workshop (Iris Place Depot). If you are
unsure what equipment you need, contact a Team Transport & Logistics Driver Trainer.

IF TRAVELLING INTO OTHER STATES, WHAT
CONSIDERATIONS SHOULD BE TAKEN?

States across Australia have varied requirements
for oversize vehicles. Therefore you should always
review requirements for the area being traveled.
NSW for example, requires oversize signs at
different load lengths than QLD and no oversize
night travel.

HOW DO | DETERMINE THE SIZE OF A LOAD?

Measure all loads prior to loading and/or
transport. Don't rely on measurements provided
on paperwork.
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WHAT ARE THE NATIONAL HEAVY VEHICLE PRESCRIBED GENERAL MASS & DIMENSION LIMITS (GML)?
For more information on NHVR mass and dimension limits including mass limits for axle groups see:
chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https://www.nhvr.gov.au/files/201607-0116-mass-
and-dimension-limits.pdf

Width

The width limit for heavy vehicles is 2.5 metres, excluding:

e rear vision mirrors, signalling devices and side-mounted lamps and
reflectors

¢ anti-skid devices mounted on wheels, central tyre inflation systems,
tyre pressure gauges

e permanently fixed webbing-assembly-type devices, such as curtain-
side devices, provided that the maximum distance measured across
the body including any part of the devices does not exceed 2.55
metres.

e removable load restraint equipment, if the maximum distance across
the body of the heavy vehicle, including any part of the equipment, is
not more than 2.55m.

Height
The height limit for heavy vehicles is 4.3m with some exceptions for
specialised vehicles.

Length for trailers

On a semitrailer or dog trailer the distance from the front articulation point to the rear over hang line
must not be more than 9.5 metres and the distance from the front articulation point to the rear of the
trailer must not be more than 12.3 metres.

The maximum forward projection of a semi-trailer, or anything attached to a semi-trailer must not
protude beyond a 1.9 metre arc from the towing pivot pin (King pin).

The articulation point to the rear of a semitrailer may be up to 13.2 metres if the trailer has a distance of
not more than 9.5 metres from the front articulation point to the rear overhang line, does not operate in
a B-double or road train combination and otherwise complies dimensionally.

Rear overhang and rear overhang line

The rear overhang of a vehicle is the distance between the R o e
rear of the vehicle and the rear overhang line of the vehicle.
If a vehicle's rear axle group comprises of only 1 axle, the Rear of vehicle

rear overhang line is the centre-line of that axle. T EEEEEe—
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If a vehicle's rear axle group comprises of 2 axles, 1 of which B

is fitted with twice the number of tyres as the other, the rear

overhang line is located at one-third the distance between

the 2 axles and is closer to the axle with the greater number

of tyres.

If a vehicle's rear axle group comprises of 3 or more axles,
the rear overhang line is the centre-line of the axle group.

Rear overhang on rigid trucks
Lesser of 3.7 metres or 60% of wheelbase. The total length of
the truck and load cannot exceed 12.5 metres.

Rear overhang on a semi-trailer and dog trailers t
Lesser of 3.7 metres or 60% of 'S’ dimension. The total length

of the truck and load cannot exceed 19 metres. _ﬁ
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